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EXPEDITED MOTION TO CONTINUE HEARING
SET FOR SEPTEMBER 16, 2025

COMES NOW, Petitioner, Elizabeth Ann Naylor Owens (a’k/a Jan Black Owens), appearing pro
se, and respectfully moves this Court for an Order continuing the hearing presently scheduled for

September 16, 2025, at 11:00 a.m., and as grounds therefore states:

1. Good cause exists due to caregiving obligations and the need for representation.
Petitioner is the sole caregiver for her seventy-nine (79) year-old husband, who has lived
with Parkinson’s Disease for nearly twenty-five years and whose condition has
significantly deteriorated. These caregiving responsibilities require Petitioner’s constant
attention and substantially limit her ability to prepare for complex proceedings without
professional assistance. Petitioner has been diligently pursuing legal counsel but requires
additional time to secure adequate representation and to confer with such counsel in order
to participate meaningfully in this litigation.

2. The matters noticed for hearing are unusually complex and intertwined. Although
styled as a substitution-of-counsel proceeding, Respondents have used their pleadings to
broaden the scope of the hearing. In their Reply to Objection to Proposed Order
Approving Substitution and Withdrawal of Counsel filed in May 2025, Respondents
injected allegations regarding distribution of personal property, storage arrangements,
loans, repayment obligations, settlement agreements, and fiduciary conduct . These
collateral disputes substantially exceed the narrow issue of substitution and present both

legal and factual complexities that directly affect Petitioner’s rights and interests.



Petitioner cannot reasonably be expected to address such matters without the benefit of
counsel.

3. Judicial economy and fairness are best served by granting a continuance. A brief
continuance will ensure that the Court hears these disputes with the benefit of full
representation, thereby avoiding piecemeal litigation, unnecessary disputes, and potential
prejudice to Petitioner. Granting additional time will facilitate a fair and efficient
resolution consistent with due process.

4. The prior continuance was granted sua sponte and without opposition. The August
12, 2025 setting was vacated by the Court on its own motion before the scheduled
hearing commenced. That continuance was unopposed, and counsel for Respondents
expressly assented to Petitioner’s request for additional time. Petitioner submits that the
present request is likewise made in good faith, not for the purpose of delay, and that no

party will suffer prejudice if the hearing is briefly postponed.

WHEREFORE, Petitioner respectfully requests that this Court continue the September 16, 2025
hearing for a period of sixty (60) days, or to such later date as may be convenient for the Court’s
calendar, in order to allow Petitioner to retain counsel and prepare, and grant such other and

further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Ann Naylor Owens /s/
Elizabeth Ann Naylor Owens

a/k/a Jan Black Owens

Dated: September 14, 2025




CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

COMES NOW, Petitioner, Elizabeth Ann Naylor Owens, and hereby certifies that on this 14th
day of September, 2025, a true and correct copy of the Motion to Continue Hearing Set for
September 16, 2025, was sent to Kurt Sommer and F. Vaughn Thomas via electronic mail.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Ann Naylor Owens __ /s/
Elizabeth Ann Naylor Owens, Petitioner, Pro Se




